
 

 

New Era High School, Panchgani 

Assignment 3                                          Class VIII 

Subject  English  

Date May 11,2020 to May 16, 2020 

Lesson Unseen Comprehension Passage 

Topic Reading 

Assignment Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below: 

 

Recent studies show that tiny couch potatoes are slow learners.  Too much TV watching 

can harm children’s ability to learn and even reduce their chances of getting college 

degree, three new studies suggest in the latest effort to examine the effects of TV on kids. 

Critics faulted the research for not adequately considering the content of the TV watched, 

but experts said it bolsters advice that children shouldn’t have TVs in their rooms. 

The separate findings were published on Monday in the July issue of Archives of 

Pediatrics& Adolescent Medicine. 

One of the studies involved nearly 400 northern California third-graders. Those with TVs 

in their bedrooms scored about eight points lower in Math and Language arts tests ,than 

children without bedroom TVs. 

A second study, looking at nearly 1,000 adults in New Zealand, found lower education 

levels among 26-year-olds who had watched lots of TV during childhood. 

A third study, based on data from nearly 1,800 US children, found that those who watched 

over three hours of TV daily before age 3 scored slightly worse on academic and 

intelligence tests at ages 6 and 7 than those who watched less TV. The effect was only 

modest but still worrisome, said co-author Frederic Zimmerman, a researcher at the 

University of Washington. 

 

Complete the following statements by choosing the correct options: 
(A) The term (couch potatoes) refers to people ………………. 

(i)who eat a lot of potato chips and potatoes while sitting on a couch 

(ii)who spend much time sitting or lying down , usually watching television 

(iii)who grow the potato crop 

(iv)who make and pack potato chips 

 

      (B) The most harmful effect of excessive TV watching is that…………. 

             (i)it turns children into slow learners 

             (ii) it increases the child’s ability to learn 

             (iii) it improves their chances to get college degrees 

             (iv) children become addicted to potatoes 

   

       (c) Experts suggest that parents, children tend to watch more TV if……….. 

           (i) they have a college degree               (ii) do not get a college degree 

          (iii)have a TV set in their rooms          (iv) they are given potato chips on a couch 

(D) The studies were conducted in……. 

       (i) California and New Zealand 

       (ii)California, United States of America and New Zealand 

       (iii)California and United States of America  



       (iv)United States of America and New Zealand 

 

(E) The word in the passage that means the same as strengthens is 

       (i) faulted                                               (ii) bolsters 

       (iii)modest                                             (iv)  worrisome 

Format of answering the questions:  

 Write only answers, do not copy questions 

 Write the question number, sub question number, option number and 

answer to the option eg. Q1 E ii) bolsters 

 

Activity: 

   

Discuss with your parents or grand parents the advertisements shown on the TV.  

Write a paragraph of how the advertisements influence the lifestyles of common 

people. 

Submission Scan or click a picture of the written work on the foolscap paper and send to 

kanchan.ambardekar@nehs.in.  Any queries should be forwarded to the same email Id. 

Moral 

Value 

There are many temptations in the world we need to have a control over our lower nature 

and be able to resist temptations. 

Resources The passage given in the assignment. 
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